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Spinach

resultant seedlings grown in pots until
they are ready to be placed in their
permanent positions. The plants bear
clipping well, and they may be gone over
with the shears io early spring, if dwarf
or formal specimens are desired. It is a
very old plant in English gardens, having
been introduced from Spain about the
middle of the 16th century.

8. juriceum. The only species. Award
of Garden Merit, H.H.S., 1923.

SPATHOGLOTTIS (spath-o-glot-tis.
Orchidacese). Stove terrestrial orchids.
Pot in spring and grow in a compost of
equal parts leaf-mould and fibrous loam.
They like to be grown in partial shade and
should be given plenty of water in summer,
but little at other times. The flouers
appear at the top of the last made bulb.
Increase by division in spring.

SPEAR GRASS.   See ACIPHYLLA.

SPECULAR1A (spek-u-lar^a. Cam-
panulaceae). Venus's Looking Glass.
Specularia-speculum, a hardy annual, 1
ft., is the common species, and is a good
border plant. Blue. Sow in spring in
fairly light soil where to flower.

SPENT HOPS. Spent hops form valu-
able humus in the soil. As a general rule
it is cheaper to buy the spent hops direct
from the brewer, and to add artificial
fertilisers to the soil as required, rather
than to buy patent hop manures; but the
patent manures are easy to handle in small
quantities. Spent bops are more useful
if they can be mixed with a quantity of
shoddy and stored for six months before
use. Turn the heap over two or three
times while it is maturing.

SPHJERALCEA (sfe-ral-se-a. ^Malva-
ceae). Half-hardy perennial and* green-
house shrubs. Plant perennial species in
autumn or spring in any ordinary soil,
in sunny dry position on sheltered hanks
or rock gardens. The shrubby speeies,
however, require to be grown in a com-
post of loam, leaf-mould and sand in well-
drained borders in the cool greenhouse.
Give plenty of water during the growing
period. Increase perennial sprues by
division, at planting time and the* shrubby
species by cuttings nf young shoots inserted
in sandy soil in ge.ntle bottom beat.

SPHAGNUM. A moss which grows in
swampy p-*^8 an^ *& use<^ ^y orchid

growers as it has the power of retaining
moisture. It can also be used for packing
cut flowers and roots.

SPHENOGYNE.   See URSINIA.

SPICE-BUSH.    See LINDBBA.

SP1DERWORT.   See TRADRSCANTIA.

SPIGELIA (spi-ge-li-a. Loganiarese).
Maryland Pink-root. Hard} herbaceous
perennials. Plant in spring in the partially

Sparaxis is an unusual bulb with bright coloured
flowers, suitable for decoration.

shaded border, and grow in a compost of
IOHIII. leaf-mould, pe.at and sand. Give
plenty of water during the summer. In-
crease by division of roots at planting time.
SPECIES.

S. marilandicat red and yellow, summer.
Height I ft.

SPINACH (Spinacia dleraced). Cbcmo-*
podiaeese. Spinach is a most wholesome
vegetable, and it is undotibtably becoming
pnpular now that market gardeners are
cultivating for the market, and its pre-
paration in the kitchen is becoming better
known. One or other of its forms can be
produced with ease at almost any season
of the year if small successional sowings
are made.